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Guidance notes


Introduction
This brief guide gives some ideas on ways that the online dictionary of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) signs can be used by teachers and trainers.  It is a flexible resource that teachers and trainers can use to meet the needs of individual learners.

Introducing a new topic
When introducing a new topic, the site can be used to build up a set of terms which can be downloaded to form a mini-dictionary that can be given to an interpreter or Communication Support Worker (CSW).  The downloads can be used as a framework for planning sessions with interpreters and CSWs. 

A copy can be given to learners as well.  They can use the clips in a number of ways, including preparation for a new topic or as a revision aid.  

Learning materials
When creating new digital learning materials, download sign videos can be added as an aid to deaf students, to allow them to quickly access reference material. 

BSL tutors
The dictionary can be used by BSL tutors as a resource for students, for example to demonstrate how the same word can be signed in many different ways (for example, ‘email’) depending on the context in which the word is used and if it is being employed as a noun or verb. 

The download clips can be given to students as revision aids, self study materials and can be incorporated into teaching activities such as quizzes.

Interpreters and Communication Support Workers
The dictionary is aimed to be used as preparation materials for interpreters and CSWs. The dictionary can be searched by topic, subject and keyword. For example, when preparing for a database lesson, users can search for ‘software > databases’ and look up potential vocabulary which may be used in lessons. The dictionary is not definitive, and users should use the signs currently used within the region or which deaf students prefer. Similarly, commonly used words may be missing if a sign has not yet become established amongst deaf professionals.

As a general resource
When using the website, the video feature can be switched off. The site contains around 1500 definitions of ICT terms that can be used by all learners. These definitions are based on the British Computer Society’s ICT dictionary and are deliberately written in plain English.



